Cesar Chavez Memorial Park Review Committee
Meeting Minutes

\ Y
OPPORTUNITY GROWS HERE

Wednesday, July 15, 2026 - 6:00 p.m. Meeting
City Council Chamber, 491 North M Street, Tulare, California

Proper notice of this meeting of the Cesar Chavez Memorial Park Review Committee was given pursuant
to California Government Code Section 54954.2.

Committee Members Present: Stephen C. Harrell, Jose Sigala, Eric Farrenkopf, Melissa Janes, Willard
Epps

Committee Members Absent: Lupe Mendoza

Staff Present: City Clerk & Public Affairs Director Melissa Wilcox; Assistant City Manager Thomas W.
Gaffery IV; Community Services Director Chris Orr; Assistant Community Services Director Brian Beck

CALL TO ORDER

City Clerk & Public Affairs Director Wilcox called to order the meeting of the Cesar Chavez Memorial Park
Review Committee at 6:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber located at 491 North M Street.

Member Sigala recommended that Member Harrell chair the meeting. It was the consensus of the
Committee to have Member Harrell chair the meeting.

Member Harrell recalled the meeting to order at 6:04 p.m.

PUBLIC COMMENT

Alberto Aguilar addressed the Committee regarding his submitted written statement expressing concerns
regarding the Committee's compliance with the City's meeting procedures and public outreach process
and recommending additional community outreach before proceeding with recommendations.

Carlos Moraza and Eloysa Segura-Moraza addressed the Committee regarding the name change and
importance of preserving the farmworkers’ movement and original intent of the Cesar E. Chavez
Memorial Park name.

GENERAL BUSINESS

31 Review Community Feedback Survey and Consider Recommendations.
Recommended Action: Receive and review the results of the community feedback survey;
discuss options for the existing park monument signage; provide staff direction regarding the next
steps in the Committee's review process; and discuss and/or adopt recommendations to the Parks
and Recreation Commission regarding park naming and monument signage.
Presented By: Community Services Director Orr
Committee Action: The Committee discussed the survey results. Following discussion, Member
Sigala moved to rename Cesar E. Chavez Memorial Park to Si Se Puede Park. The motion failed
for lack of a second. It was moved by Member Janes, seconded by Member Epps, and carried 4
to 1 (Member Sigala voted no; Member Farrenkopf abstained, which counts as an affirmative
vote; Member Mendoza absent) to rename the park to Lincoln Park. It was the consensus of the
Committee to leave the Cesar E. Chavez Memorial monument intact while adding an additional
interpretive panel to provide the context and information on the renaming process. It was moved
by Member Sigala, seconded by Member Harrell, and carried 5 to 0 (Member Mendoza absent)
to recommend the Parks & Recreation Commission meet in the evening when they are
considering the recommendation of the Committee regarding the park renaming and monument
to allow for maximum public participation.
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4. ADJOURNMENT

Seeing no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the

minutes of the Cesar Chavez Memorial Park Review Committee
meeting held on July 026.

Melissa Wilcox, City Clerk & Public Affairs Director
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