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Cesar Chavez Memorial Park Review Committee 
Meeting Minutes 
 

Thursday, June 4, 2026 - 5:30 p.m. Meeting 
City Council Chamber, 491 North M Street, Tulare, California 
 
Proper notice of this meeting of the Cesar Chavez Memorial Park Review Committee was given pursuant 
to California Government Code Section 54954.2. 
 
Committee Members Present: Stephen C. Harrell, Jose Sigala, Lupe Mendoza, Eric Farrenkopf, 
Melissa Janes, Willard Epps 
 
Staff Present: Chief Deputy City Clerk Melissa Wilcox; Assistant City Manager Thomas W. Gaffery IV; 
Community Services Director Chris Orr; Assistant Community Services Director Brian Beck 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
Chief Deputy City Clerk Wilcox called to order the meeting of the Cesar Chavez Memorial Park Review 
Committee at 5:30 p.m. in the Council Chamber located at 491 North M Street. 

2. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There were no public comments. 

3. GENERAL BUSINESS 
3.1 Discuss Community Outreach Plan.  

Recommended Action: Discuss and provide direction to staff regarding the community outreach 
plan pertaining to the possible renaming of Cesar E. Chavez Memorial Park, including a survey, 
future meetings, and timeline. 
Presented By: Community Services Director Orr 
Committee Action: A majority of the committee supports considering a name change of the park. 
Staff was directed to draft a community feedback form to include the following questions: 1) Do 
you live in Tulare? 2) Do you believe the name of the park should be changed? 3) If so, of the 
following names, what are your top two: Lincoln Park, Farmworker’s Park, Unity Park, Sí Se 
Puede Park, Other (free response). The community feedback form will include background 
information and when the next committee meeting will be held. Committee Member Sigala 
requested that a question regarding whether participants plan on attending the next meeting be 
included on the feedback form. Once the form is drafted, it will be provided to the Committee for 
review. The feedback form will be open for two weeks and will be sent to the committee members 
and school district for distribution. It will also be distributed on the City’s social media platforms 
and website. It was the consensus of the Committee to keep the monument sign with the 
possibility of removing Cesar Chavez’s name and adding the new name of the park, if the park is 
renamed. Staff will discuss and bring back recommendations regarding the monument sign for 
the Committee to consider. The final recommendations by the Committee regarding the park 
name and monument sign will be submitted to the Parks and Recreation Commission for review 
and consideration. Following review by the Parks and Recreation Commission, recommendations 
will be provided to the City Council for consideration and approval with notification of the decisions 
provided to the Tulare City School District Board. 
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4. ADJOURNMENT 
Seeing no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m. 

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the 
minutes of the Cesar Chavez Memorial Park Review Committee 
meeting held on June 4, 2026.  

      
 
             
     Melissa Wilcox, City Clerk & Public Affairs Director 
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