Board of Public Utilities Commissioners
Meeting Minutes

\ Y
OPPORTUNITY GROWS HERE

Thursday, May 21, 2026 - 5:30 p.m. Regular Meeting
City Council Chamber, 491 North M Street, Tulare, California

Proper notice of this meeting was given pursuant to California Government Code Section 54954.2.
Commissioners Present: President Tony Sozinho, Ray Fonseca, Brian Nunes, Renee Soto
Commissioners Absent: Vice President Blake Wilbur

Staff Present: Assistant City Manager Thomas W. Gaffery IV; Assistant City Attorney Nick Matoian;
Chief Financial Officer Mark Roberts; City Engineer Michael Miller; Public Works Director Trisha Whitfield;
Public Works Business Manager Andrew Bettencourt; Administration Analyst Diana Smith; Budget
Finance Manager Jacob Del Cid

CALL TO ORDER

President Sozinho called to order the regular meeting of the Board of Public Utilities Commissioners at
4:01 p.m. in the Council Chamber located at 491 North M Street.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION

President Sozinho led the Pledge of Allegiance, and an invocation was given by Commissioner Soto.

PUBLIC COMMENT
There were no public comments.

COMMUNICATIONS

Assistant City Manager Gaffery advised there were no communications.

CONSENT CALENDAR

Item 5.2 was removed from the Consent Calendar by Commissioner Fonseca.

It was moved by Commissioner Soto, seconded by Commissioner Nunes, and carried 4 to 0 (Vice
President Wilbur absent) to approve the items on the Consent Calendar as presented except for item
5.2.

51 Approval of Board Meeting Minutes.
Recommended Action: Approve the minutes of the special and/or regular meeting of May 7,
2026. [D. Smith]

5.3  System Loss Quarterly Report.
Recommended Action: Receive the quarterly Potable Water Pumping and Metered Delivery
Report.

ITEM(S) PULLED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR

5.2 Public Works Performance Reports for April 2026.
Recommended Action: Receive the Public Works performance reports for April 2026.
Board Action: Commissioner Fonseca pulled the item to inquire why the numbers on roll off are
higher than usual. City staff addressed his question. All other clarification asked by the Board
were addressed by City staff. It was moved by Commissioner Fonseca, seconded by
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Commissioner Nunes, and carried 4 to 0 (Vice President Wilbur absent) to approve the item as
presented.

6. PUBLIC HEARING

6.1

Fiscal Year 2027 Municipal Utilities Operating Budget Adoption.

Recommended Action: Adopt resolutions adopting the Fiscal Year 2027 Municipal Utilities
Operating Budget, Municipal Utilities Position Control Budget, and the City of Tulare’s Fiscal Year
2027 Enterprise Utilities Capital Projects Budget and approving the City of Tulare Municipal
Utilities Capital Improvement Plan for Fiscal Years 2027-2031.

Presented By: Budget Finance Manager Del Cid

Public Comment: The public hearing opened at 4:28 p.m. Receiving no comments, the

public hearing was closed at 4:28 p.m.

Board Action: It was moved by Commissioner Nunes, seconded by Commissioner Fonseca, and
carried 4 to 0 (Vice President Wilbur absent) to approve the item with an amended resolution to
include “All prior year unspent capital improvement project appropriations shall be carried forward
to succeeding fiscal years until the respective project funds are fully expended or the project has
been completed and/or closed.”

7. STAFF UPDATES

Staff provided updates on department activities.

8.

ADJOURNMENT

Seeing no further business to discuss, President Sozinho adjourned the regular meeting at 4:31 p.m.

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the special and/or regular
meeting held on May 21, 2026, as approved by the Board of Public Utilities Commissioners.

Marc Mondell, City Clerk

VRN

By Diana Smith, Deputy City Clerk
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