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Board of Public Utilities Commissioners Meeting Agenda 

 

 
 
Tulare Public Library & Council Chamber Thursday, June 18, 2026 
491 North M Street, Tulare CA 93274 4:00 p.m. Regular Meeting 
www.tulare.ca.gov 

 

Regular meetings of the Board of Public Utilities Commissioners are held on the first and third Thursdays 
of each month in the Council Chamber located in the Tulare Public Library at 491 North M Street, Tulare, 
subject to cancellation. Additional meetings of the Board may be called as needed. 
 
Attend meetings in person or access the meeting live via YouTube. Those who wish to address the Board 
are encouraged to complete a public comment card. Each person is permitted three minutes to speak. 
Depending on the extent of the agenda and the number of persons wishing to speak on an issue, the 
chair may, at the beginning of the item, limit the time for individual comments. When deemed necessary, 
the chair may extend the time allowed without objection from the Board. 
 
Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with a disability who require a disability-related 
modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting, including auxiliary aids or services, 
may request such modification from the City Clerk’s Office at (559) 684-4200. Notification 48 hours prior 
to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the 
meeting. 
 
City of Tulare YouTube Channel: 
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdWZiv2o7do1JY0OvGe1_aw/videos 
 
Documents related to items on the agenda are accessible on the City’s website at 
www.tulare.ca.gov/agendas and available for viewing at the entrance of the Council 
Chamber. 
 

1. CALL TO ORDER 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT - Members of the public wishing to comment on any item not appearing on the 
agenda may address the Board at this time. State law prevents the Board from acting on any matter 
not on the agenda; however, your comments may be referred to staff for follow up. This is also the time 
for the public to comment on items listed under the Consent Calendar or to request an item from the 
Consent Calendar be pulled for discussion purposes. Comments related to Public Hearing and General 
Business items will be heard at the time those items are discussed. In fairness to all who wish to speak, 
public comment is limited to a total of fifteen minutes with each speaker allowed three minutes, unless 
otherwise extended by the Board. Please begin your comments by stating your name and providing 
your city of residence. 

4. COMMUNICATIONS - Communications are to be submitted to the City Manager’s Office ten days prior 
to a Board meeting to be considered for this section of the agenda. No action will be taken on matters 
listed under Communications; however, the Board may direct staff to schedule issues raised during 
Communications for a future agenda. 

  

Commissioners 
Tony Sozinho, President 

Blake Wilbur, Vice President 
Renee Soto 

Ray Fonseca 
Brian Nunes 

http://www.tulare.ca.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCdWZiv2o7do1JY0OvGe1_aw/videos
http://www.tulare.ca.gov/agendas
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5. PRESENTATIONS 
5.1 Update on the Urban Strategic Plan (USP) by the Mid-Kaweah Groundwater Sustainability 

Agency (MKGSA). 

6. CONSENT CALENDAR - All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered by the Board 
to be routine and will be enacted in one motion without discussion. If discussion is desired, that item 
may be removed and considered separately. 
6.1 Approval of Board Meeting Minutes. 

Recommended Action: Approve the minutes of the special and/or regular meeting of May 21, 
2026. [D. Smith] 

7. GENERAL BUSINESS - Comments related to General Business items are limited to three minutes per 
speaker, for a maximum of 30 minutes per item, unless otherwise extended by the Board.  
7.1 Sequencing Batch Reactor (SBR) Inspection and Maintenance Services. 

Recommended Action: Award and authorize the City Manager to approve a contract for 
WW0019 - Sequencing Batch Reactor (SBR) Inspection and Maintenance Services to BR Frost 
Company, Inc. of Huntington Beach, California, in the amount of $339,984.00 for the inspection 
and repairs to the SBR basins, and authorize the City Manager or Public Works Director to 
approve contract change orders in amounts up to 10% ($33,998.40) of the contract award. [T. 
Whitfield] 

8. ITEMS OF INTEREST 

9. ADJOURNMENT 

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Public Utilities Commissioners is Thursday, July 2, 
2026, at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, 491 North M Street, Tulare. 

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING AGENDA 
I hereby certify, in conformance with Government Code Sections 54954.2, this agenda was posted in the 
kiosk at the front of City Hall, 411 E. Kern Avenue, as well as on the City of Tulare’s website 
(www.tulare.ca.gov). 

POSTED: Friday, June 12, 2026 Diana Smith, Deputy City Clerk 

http://www.tulare.ca.gov/
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Board of Public Utilities Commissioners  
Meeting Minutes 
 

Thursday, May 21, 2026 - 5:30 p.m. Regular Meeting 
City Council Chamber, 491 North M Street, Tulare, California 
 
Proper notice of this meeting was given pursuant to California Government Code Section 54954.2. 
 
Commissioners Present: President Tony Sozinho, Ray Fonseca, Brian Nunes, Renee Soto 
 
Commissioners Absent: Vice President Blake Wilbur 
 
Staff Present: Assistant City Manager Thomas W. Gaffery IV; Assistant City Attorney Nick Matoian; 
Chief Financial Officer Mark Roberts; City Engineer Michael Miller; Public Works Director Trisha Whitfield; 
Public Works Business Manager Andrew Bettencourt; Administration Analyst Diana Smith; Budget 
Finance Manager Jacob Del Cid 

1. CALL TO ORDER 
President Sozinho called to order the regular meeting of the Board of Public Utilities Commissioners at 
4:01 p.m. in the Council Chamber located at 491 North M Street. 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION 
President Sozinho led the Pledge of Allegiance, and an invocation was given by Commissioner Soto. 

3. PUBLIC COMMENT 
There were no public comments. 

4. COMMUNICATIONS 
Assistant City Manager Gaffery advised there were no communications. 

5. CONSENT CALENDAR 
Item 5.2 was removed from the Consent Calendar by Commissioner Fonseca. 

It was moved by Commissioner Soto, seconded by Commissioner Nunes, and carried 4 to 0 (Vice 
President Wilbur absent) to approve the items on the Consent Calendar as presented except for item 
5.2. 

5.1 Approval of Board Meeting Minutes. 
Recommended Action: Approve the minutes of the special and/or regular meeting of May 7, 
2026. [D. Smith] 

5.3 System Loss Quarterly Report. 
Recommended Action: Receive the quarterly Potable Water Pumping and Metered Delivery 
Report. 

ITEM(S) PULLED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR 
5.2 Public Works Performance Reports for April 2026. 

Recommended Action: Receive the Public Works performance reports for April 2026. 
Board Action: Commissioner Fonseca pulled the item to inquire why the numbers on roll off are 
higher than usual. City staff addressed his question. All other clarification asked by the Board 
were addressed by City staff. It was moved by Commissioner Fonseca, seconded by 
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Commissioner Nunes, and carried 4 to 0 (Vice President Wilbur absent) to approve the item as 
presented. 

6. PUBLIC HEARING 
6.1 Fiscal Year 2027 Municipal Utilities Operating Budget Adoption.  

Recommended Action: Adopt resolutions adopting the Fiscal Year 2027 Municipal Utilities 
Operating Budget, Municipal Utilities Position Control Budget, and the City of Tulare’s Fiscal Year 
2027 Enterprise Utilities Capital Projects Budget and approving the City of Tulare Municipal 
Utilities Capital Improvement Plan for Fiscal Years 2027–2031. 
Presented By: Budget Finance Manager Del Cid 
Public Comment: The public hearing opened at 4:28 p.m. Receiving no comments, the  
public hearing was closed at 4:28 p.m. 
Board Action: It was moved by Commissioner Nunes, seconded by Commissioner Fonseca, and 
carried 4 to 0 (Vice President Wilbur absent) to approve the item with an amended resolution to 
include “All prior year unspent capital improvement project appropriations shall be carried forward 
to succeeding fiscal years until the respective project funds are fully expended or the project has 
been completed and/or closed.” 

7. STAFF UPDATES 
Staff provided updates on department activities. 

8. ADJOURNMENT 
Seeing no further business to discuss, President Sozinho adjourned the regular meeting at 4:31 p.m. 

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of the special and/or regular 
meeting held on May 21, 2026, as approved by the Board of Public Utilities Commissioners.  
 
     Marc Mondell, City Clerk 
 
 
             
     By Diana Smith, Deputy City Clerk 

 



 

 

Staff Report 
Meeting: Board of Public Utilities Commissioners 
Date: June 18, 2026 

 
 

Department: Public Works - Wastewater 

Submitted by: Trisha Whitfield, Public Works Director 

Agenda Title: Sequencing Batch Reactor (SBR) Inspection and Maintenance Services 
 

RECOMMENDED ACTION 
Award and authorize the City Manager to approve a contract for WW0019 - Sequencing Batch Reactor 
(SBR) Inspection and Maintenance Services to BR Frost Company, Inc. of Huntington Beach, California, 
in the amount of $339,984.00 for the inspection and repairs to the SBR basins, and authorize the City 
Manager or Public Works Director to approve contract change orders in amounts up to 10% ($33,998.40) 
of the contract award. 
 
SUMMARY  
The aeration system in the industrial wastewater treatment plant is comprised of six Sequence Batch 
Reactor (SBR) basins. The SBR basins were designed and manufactured by Sanitaire (now Xylem). The 
system is patented and Xylem is the sole source of parts. The basins contain fine bubble disc membrane 
diffusers, O-rings, base plates that need to be replaced yearly to avoid disruption to the industrial process. 
The City contracted with BR Frost Company, Inc. in the past for a full rehabilitation of the aeration system 
in all six basins. 
 
Staff issued Request for Bid 26-845 in May 2026 for inspection and maintenance services of the SBR 
basins at the Wastewater Treatment Plant. Proposals were due back on June 11, 2026 and one (1) 
proposal was received from BR Frost Company, Inc. The project is budgeted in the 2026/2027 
Wastewater Operating Fund (Fund 107) in the amount of $350,000. Staff is requesting approval of a 10% 
contingency in case of any unforeseen conditions or additional ring and/or membrane replacement. 
 
FISCAL IMPACT & FUNDING SOURCES 
The original budget for this project was $350,000. Funding for the Sequencing Batch Reactor (SBR) 
Inspection and Maintenance Services is through the Wastewater Operations and Maintenance Fund 
(Fund 107) for project WW0019 (107-530-304-329-393-5295).  
 
ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW 
This action does not constitute a “project” pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). 
 
POTENTIAL CONFLICT OF INTEREST 
Staff is not aware of any conflicts of interest. 
 
LEGAL REVIEW 
This item does not require legal review. 
 
PUBLIC NOTICE 
This item does not require a public hearing and was noticed as a part of the agenda. 
 
ALTERNATIVE ACTION 
1. Approve with changes 
2. Deny 
3. Table 
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General Business 
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ATTACHMENTS 
1. Bid Opening Sheet 
2. Bid Schedule  

 

 Reviewed/Approved:    
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-OPPORTUNITY GROWS HERE-

Bid Opening 
Summary Sheet 

Name of Company 
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Opened and Attested By: 
Deputy City Clerk 

Recorded By: 

Witness: 

Witness: 

Note: Bids/RFP's are subject to review and verification . 

Bid# 26-845 
Title SBR Inspection & Maintenance Services 
Date/Time Thursday, June 11, 2026 at 2:00 p.m. 

City Amount 
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