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Survey Methodology

(Note: Not All Results Will Sum to 100% Due to Rounding)

Dates April 23-May 3, 2026 

Survey Type Dual-mode Voter Survey

Research Population Likely November 2026 voters in the City of Tulare

Total Interviews 417

Margin of Sampling Error ±4.9% at the 95% Confidence Level

Contact Methods

Data Collection Modes

Survey Tracking February/March 2025

Languages English and Spanish

Text
Invitations

Telephone
Calls

Email
Invitations

Telephone
Interviews

Online
Interviews
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General Voter Mood & 
Community Attitudes
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A plurality favorably views the direction of the City – 
up from early 2025.

Q. First, would you say things in the City of Tulare are headed in the right direction, or do you feel they are off on the wrong track?

Right 
Direction

34%
Wrong 
Track
30%

Don't 
Know
36%

February/March 2025 April/May 2026

Right 
Direction

47%

Wrong 
Track
26%

Don't 
Know
27%



5

A slight majority have favorable views of Adventist Health Tulare 
Hospital, City government overall and the Health Care District.

Q. Next, here are some organizations that are active in public life. For each one, please indicate whether you have a very favorable, somewhat favorable, somewhat unfavorable, or very unfavorable opinion of that 
organization. *Split Sample

(Ranked by Total Favorable)

16%

7%

13%

8%

40%

46%

38%

39%

23%

21%

19%

21%

13%

7%

14%

8%

6%

4%

4%

8%

13%

12%

21%

*Adventist Health Tulare Hospital

City of Tulare government overall

*Tulare Local Health Care District

City of Tulare City Council

Very Favorable Somewhat Favorable Somewhat Unfavorable Very Unfavorable Never Heard of Heard of/No Opinion Total 
Favorable

Total 
Unfavorable

55% 36%

53% 28%

51% 32%

46% 28%
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Slightly less than 7-in-10 continue to perceive
the City has a need for additional funds.

Q. Next, in your personal opinion, do you think there is a great need, some need, a little need, or no real need for additional funds to provide the level of city services that Tulare residents need and want? 

37%

36%

6%

11%

9%

Great need

Some need

A little need

No real need

Don’t know

37%

32%

7%

14%

10%

Great/
Some Need 

73%

A Little/
No Real Need

21%

Great/
Some Need 

69%

A Little/
No Real Need

17%

February/March 2025 April/May 2026
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Initial Attitudes on a
Potential Sales Tax Ballot Measure
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Hypothetical Ballot Measure Tested in Survey

Q. If there were an election today, do you think you would vote yes in favor of this measure or no to oppose it? 

City of Tulare Services Measure: Shall the measure funding 
City of Tulare general services, such as maintaining 911 emergency/fire/
paramedic/police response, helping prevent thefts/property crimes, 
addressing homelessness, keeping public areas/parks clean/safe, 
repairing roads/potholes, protecting local drinking water sources, 
preparing for future droughts, retaining/attracting local businesses, 
by enacting a 1¢ sales tax providing approximately $16,000,000 
annually until ended by voters, requiring independent financial audits, 
public spending disclosure, all funds used locally, be adopted?

(As Approved by Legal Counsel)
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35%

19%

4%

3%

7%

24%

7%

Definitely yes

Probably yes

Undecided, lean yes

Undecided, lean no

Probably no

Definitely no

Undecided

Total 
Yes
59%

Q. If there were an election today, do you think you would vote yes in favor of this measure or no to oppose it? 

54%

Total 
No

35%

Close to 6-in-10 initially support the simple majority measure, 
with slightly more than 1-in-3 definitely voting yes.

(MOE: ±4.9%)
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A majority support the measure across all Districts, with the strongest 
support in Council District 4.

Q. If there were an election today, do you think you would vote yes in favor of this measure or no to oppose it? 

57% 53% 53%

66%
58%

35% 37% 40%
30% 33%

7% 10% 6% 4% 8%

1 2 3 4 5

Total Yes Total No Undecided

(% of Sample) (14%) (15%) (27%) (28%)

Initial Vote by City Council District

(16%)
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Budget Priorities
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Maintaining 911 emergency, fire, and police response; protecting 
local drinking water sources; preventing crime and gang activity; and keeping 

communities safe are among the leading measure priorities.

Q. Next, please consider some potential elements of the ballot measure you considered earlier, including ways in which funds it generates could be spent and provisions that could be included. Regardless of your 
opinion of the measure, for each one, please indicate how important each one is to you personally: either extremely important, very important, somewhat important, or not too important. *Split Sample

64%
59%

68%
64%

58%
39%

47%
42%
46%

43%
39%

36%
37%

50%
25%

29%
34%

24%
28%

33%
47%

37%
43%
36%

39%
42%

42%
40%

26%
26%

5%
6%
5%
7%
7%

11%
13%
11%

15%
17%

15%
17%
17%

14%
25%

4%

5%
4%

10%
21%

Maintaining 911 emergency, fire and police response
Protecting local drinking water sources

*Preventing crime and gang activity
Keeping communities safe

*Preventing thefts and property crimes
*Repairing the City’s aging water and wastewater systems

Repairing roads and potholes
*Recruiting and retaining police

*Recruiting and retaining firefighters and paramedics
Keeping public areas and parks clean and safe

Maintaining the City’s financial stability
Retaining and attracting local businesses

*Replacing water and sewage pipes that are nearly 75 years old
Addressing homelessness

Helping complete the Adventist Health Tulare Hospital tower

Extremely Important Very Important Somewhat Important Not Too Important/Don't Know

(Ranked by Extremely/Very Important)
Extremely/Very 

Important
93%
93%
92%
92%
91%
86%
85%
85%
81%
81%
80%
78%
77%
76%
51%
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Effect of Educational Statements
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Providing fire/paramedics and equipment to improve medical response 
time; keeping the community safe from gangs and the measure includes 

strict accountability are leading reasons to support the measure.

Q. Now please consider the following statements from people who support the City of Tulare Services Measure you considered earlier. For each statement, please indicate if it makes you much more inclined or 
somewhat more inclined to vote yes on this measure. 

46%

46%

45%

31%

30%

30%

77%

76%

76%

Much More Inclined Somewhat More Inclined
(Ranked by Total More Inclined to Vote Yes)

(ACCOUNTABILITY) This measure includes strict accountability requirements such as
public disclosure of all spending and annual independent financial audits that ensure funds 

are used effectively and efficiently, and only for programs and services that benefit 
City of Tulare residents.

(RESPONSE TIMES — MEDICAL) When you have an emergency, seconds count. 60% of all 
calls to the City of Tulare Fire Department are related to medical emergencies. 

This measure could ensure that Tulare has the needed firefighters and paramedics, 
and lifesaving equipment and facilities to improve its emergency response times and 

save lives.

(KEEPING GANGS OUT) City of Tulare’s nearby cities have at least nine gangs, with more 
than 1,000 gang members that frequent our community and are known to be involved in 

violent and non-violent criminal activity, including burglaries, thefts and auto thefts. 
Passing this measure will enable the City to expand police neighborhood and business area 

patrols to keep our community safe and gang members from nearby communities out of 
our city.
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Q. Now please consider the following statements from people who support the City of Tulare Services Measure you considered earlier. For each statement, please indicate if it makes you much more inclined or 
somewhat more inclined to vote yes on this measure. 

41%

43%

38%

33%

28%

29%

74%

71%

67%

Much More Inclined Somewhat More Inclined

(Ranked by Total More Inclined to Vote Yes)

(CRIME/STATS) Last year, the City of Tulare saw over 1,000 assaults and over 
1,800 reported property crimes including thefts, burglaries and motor vehicle thefts. 

Funds from this measure could provide the City of Tulare Police Department with 
additional resources to provide equipment and facilities and hire more well-trained 

police officers to help make our streets and neighborhoods safer by increasing patrols 
and reducing response times.

(STREETS) The most recent independent road engineer’s study rated the condition of more 
than one-third of the City of Tulare’s streets and roads as either “poor” or “very poor.” 

We must make these essential repairs immediately, because waiting will only make them 
more expensive to fix and more dangerous for residents.

(LOCAL CONTROL) The state imposes expensive regulations and bureaucracy which takes 
away funding and local tax revenue from our city. However, all funds raised by this measure 

are legally required to be spent in Tulare, which will ensure local control of this revenue 
and provide a guaranteed source of funding for city services that cannot be taken by 

Sacramento or Washington, DC.

Continued
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After education, overall support increases 7% to 66% on this 
simple majority measure, with slightly less than half saying 

they would definitely vote yes.

Q. If there were an election today, do you think you would vote yes in favor of this measure or no to oppose it? 

(MOE: ±4.9%)

48%
16%

3%

2%
5%

20%

7%

Initial Vote Vote After Education

35%
19%

4%

3%
7%

24%

7%

Definitely yes
Probably yes

Undecided, lean yes

Undecided, lean no

Probably no
Definitely no

Undecided

Total 
Yes
59%

Total 
Yes
66%

54% 64%

Total 
No

35%

Total 
No

27%

Vote Change

0%

-8%

+7%
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Alternative Sales Tax 
Rates Comparison
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Decreasing the sales tax rate does 
significantly improve overall support.

Q. If there were an election today, do you think you would vote yes in favor of this measure or no to oppose it? 
Q. Next, suppose that instead of enacting a 1¢ sales tax providing approximately $16,000,000 annually the City of Tulare Services Measure enacted a (SPLIT SAMPLE C: 3/4¢ sales tax providing approximately 
$12,000,000 annually) (SPLIT SAMPLE D: 1/2¢ sales tax providing approximately $8,000,000 annually). In that case, do you think you would vote yes or no on this measure? Split Sample

54%

10%

1%

2%

7%

18%

7%

51%

13%

3%

2%

5%

18%

8%

48%

16%

3%

2%

5%

20%

7%

Definitely yes

Probably yes

Undecided, lean yes

Undecided, lean no

Probably no

Definitely no

Undecided

Total 
Yes
66%

64%

1¢ sales Tax Vote 
After Education 1/2¢ sales Tax3/4¢ sales Tax

Total 
Yes
66%

Total 
Yes
67%

64% 64%

Total 
No

27%

Total 
No

27%

Total 
No

25%

(MOE: ±4.9%) (MOE: ±6.9%)(MOE: ±6.9%)
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Vote Progression for the 1¢ Sales Tax in 2025 and 2026

Q. If there were an election today, do you think you would vote yes in favor of this measure or no to oppose it? 

62% 65%
59%

66%

30%
25%

35%
27%

8% 10% 7% 7%

Initial
Vote

Vote After
Education

Initial
Vote

Vote After
Education

Total Yes

Total No

Undecided

February/March 2025 April/May 2026

(M.O.E. = ±4.9%) (M.O.E. = ±4.9%)
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Conclusions



21

Conclusions

Context:
A plurality have a favorable view of the direction of the City – up from the 

winter of 2025.
A majority have a favorable view of the City of Tulare government overall.
Slightly more than two-thirds continue to perceive the City has a need for 

additional funds to provide city services.
Ballot Measure:
Almost 6-in-10 initially support the simple majority measure.
After education, support increases to close to two-thirds, with almost half 

(48%) indicating they would definitely vote yes.
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Conclusions; continued

• Lowering the sales tax rate does not appear to increase the likelihood of 
passage.

• Leading budget priorities for the measure:
Maintaining 911 emergency, fire, and police response; 
protecting local drinking water sources; 
preventing crime and gang activity; and 
keeping communities safe.

• Leading reasons to support the measure: 
Providing fire/paramedics and equipment to improve medical response time;
keeping the community safe from gangs and;
 the measure includes strict accountability.
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