CITY OF TULARE
BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIONERS
MEETING MINUTES

Tulare Public Library & Council Chamber Thursday, March 19, 2026
491 North M Street, Tulare 4:00 p.m. Regular Meeting

Proper notice of this meeting was given pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: President Tony Sozinho
Commissioner Ray Fonseca
Commissioner Brian Nunes
Commissioner Renee Soto

COMMISSIONERS ABSENT: Vice President Blake Wilbur

STAFF PRESENT: Assistant City Manager Thomas W. Gaffery IV; Assistant
City Attorney Megan Crouch; Public Works Director Trisha
Whitfield; Assistant Finance Director Melanie Gaboardi;
City Engineer Michael Miller; Assistant Public Works
Director Jan Bowen; Public Works Business Manager
Andrew Bettencourt; Administration Analyst Diana Smith

CALL TO ORDER

President Sozinho called to order the regular meeting of the Board of Public Utilities

Commissioners at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber located at 491 North M Street.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION

Commissioner Fonseca led the Pledge of Allegiance and an invocation was given by

Commissioner Soto.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no public comments.

COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communications.

PRESENTATIONS

5.1 Electric Garbage Truck Demonstration and Walk-Through. The Board walked outside
to view the electric garbage truck located in the parking lot of the Council Chambers.
Commissioners inspected inside and out as they asked various questions regarding
drivability, visibility, and charge time. Questions were answered by Public Works staff.

CONSENT CALENDAR

It was moved by Commissioner Fonseca, seconded by Commissioner Soto, and carried 4 to 0
(Vice President Wilbur absent) that the items on the Consent Calendar be approved as presented.

6.1 Approval of Board Meeting Minutes.
Recommended Action: Approve the minutes of the special and/or regular meetings of
February 19, 2026. [D. Smith]
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7. GENERAL BUSINESS

8.

9.

7.1

7.2

Municipal Water Supply Well and Storage Tank — Conceptual Site Design.
Recommended Action: Authorize the City Manager or their designee to execute a
$107,772.00 task amendment to the existing Utility Master Plan contract with Carollo
Engineers, Inc. for the development of conceptual plans for well and tank sites at three
locations within the City, authorize the City Manager to approve change orders not to
exceed 10% ($10,777) of the task amendment amount.

Presented By: Assistant Public Works Director Bowen

Public Comment: There were no public comments.

Board Action: Commissioner Nunes asked several clarifying questions, and Assistant
Public Works Director Bowen provided responses. It was moved by Commissioner Nunes,
seconded by Commissioner Fonseca, and carried 4 to 0 (Vice President Wilbur absent)
to approve the item as presented.

Downtown Sewer Main Alternative Routing Evaluation.

Recommended Action: Authorize the City Manager or their designee to (1) execute a
$51,500 task amendment to the existing Utility Master Plan contract with Carollo
Engineers, Inc. for modeling alternative Master Plan sewer routing associated with the
downtown sewer main improvement project; (2) execute a $13,000 task order with
4Creeks, Inc. for field survey work required for said modeling; and (3) approve change
orders not to exceed 10% of each contract amount ($5,150 and $1,300, respectively).
Presented By: Assistant Public Works Director Bowen

Public Comment: There were no public comments.

Board Action: The Board asked various questions, and Assistant Public Works Director
Bown provided responses. It was moved by Commissioner Soto, seconded by
Commissioner Nunes, and carried 4 to 0 (Vice President Wilbur absent) to approve the
item as presented.

ITEMS OF INTEREST

Public Works Director Whitfield provided an update on the selected candidate for Water Utility
Manager position.

ADJOURNMENT

Seeing no further business to discuss, President Sozinho adjourned the regular meeting at 4:35

p.m.

This is to certify that the foregoing is a true and correct copy of the minutes of March 19, 2026,
as approved by the Board of Public Utilities Commissioners.

Marc Mondell, City Clerk

RN

By Diana Smith, Deputy City Clerk
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