
ORDINANCE 2025-14 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TULARE  
REPEALING AND REPLACING SECTION 5.96.030 OF CHAPTER 5.96 (COMMERCIAL CANNABIS 

BUSINESSES) OF TITLE 5 (BUSINESS REGULATIONS) OF THE TULARE MUNICIPAL CODE 

WHEREAS, commercial cannabis business regulations were adopted by the Tulare City Council 
by Ordinance 19-12, on April 21, 2020; and 
 

WHEREAS, commercial cannabis operations and their corresponding tax provide funding for 
important City programs and services; and 
 

WHEREAS, the current 8:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. operating hours were set based on uncertainty of 
how commercial cannabis business would integrate into the City’s retail environment; and 
 

WHEREAS, commercial cannabis business operations have been unproblematic; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Tulare City Council now desires to make changes to said operating hours. 
 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Tulare as follows: 

SECTION 1. Section 5.96.030 of Chapter 5.96 of Title 5 of the Tulare Municipal Code is hereby 
repealed and replaced with the following: 

5.96.030 Commercial cannabis business minimum operational requirements and restrictions. 

The following operational requirements and restrictions shall apply to all commercial cannabis 
businesses: 

(A) State law. The commercial cannabis business shall at all times be in compliance with state law 
and the implementing regulations, as they may be amended from time to time, as well as all required 
state licenses under state law, and any other applicable state law. The operator shall obtain required 
licenses under state law prior to opening for business. If the operator uses the approved cannabis 
operations for commercial recreational cannabis, the operator shall meet or exceed the health and safety 
requirements of state law in any operations relating to recreational cannabis. 

(B) Register of employees. The operator shall maintain a current register of the names of persons 
required to have employee permits. The register shall be available to the City Manager or their designee 
at all times, and immediately upon request. 

(C) Signage. Signage which advertises the business shall be allowed. However, there shall be no 
signage, markings, text, logos, artwork, etc., on the premises, or off-site, which in any way evidences that 
commercial cannabis businesses are occurring on the property. Interior building signage evidencing 
commercial cannabis business is occurring on the property is permissible provided the signage is not 
visible outside of the building. Signage must comply with all other city requirements for signage. 

(D) Cannabis consumption. No cannabis shall be smoked, ingested or otherwise consumed on the 
premises. Adequate signage of this prohibition shall be displayed throughout the facility. 

(E) Alcoholic beverages. Alcohol for personal consumption shall not be provided, stored, kept, 
located, sold, dispensed, or used on the premises. 

(F) Distribution. Distribution of cannabis into city limits to a cannabis business shall be conducted 
according to state law. 
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(G) Minors. It shall be unlawful for any operator to employ any person who is not at least 21 years of 
age, or any older age if set by the state. 

(H) Distance separation from schools and residences. Commercial cannabis business shall comply 
with the distance separation requirements from residences and schools as required by state law. In 
addition, a cannabis operation shall not be located within 600 feet from any existing residence, school, 
or proposed school site as identified in the general plan. Measurements shall be from property boundary 
to property boundary. For purposes of this section, school means any public or private school providing 
instruction in kindergarten or grades 1 through 12, inclusive, but does not include any private school in 
which education is primarily conducted in private homes. 

(I) Hours of operation. Commercial cannabis operations shall be allowed to operate between 8:00 
a.m. and 10:00 p.m. and between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. the day after Thanksgiving, unless more 
restrictive times are established by agreement with the City. Deliveries to the commercial cannabis 
business may only take place, and must be completed, during regular business hours. 

(J) Building and related codes. Commercial cannabis operations shall be subject to the following 
requirements: 

(1) The premises in which the cannabis business occurs shall comply with all applicable local, 
state and federal laws, rules, and regulations including, but not limited to, building codes and the 
Americans with Disabilities Act, as certified by the Building Official of the city. The operator shall obtain 
all required building permits and comply with all applicable city standards. 

(2) The responsible party shall ensure that the premises has sufficient electrical load for the 
storage of cannabis. The use of generators is prohibited other than for temporary emergency use. 

(3) Employee training records and safety equipment must be maintained, and all equipment 
must be compliant with state safety regulations in §§ 40100 through 41099, as they may be amended. 
The Tulare Police Department shall inspect and approve the premises for use of the products prior to 
city's issuance of a certificate of occupancy, or otherwise prior to opening for business, to ensure 
compliance with this requirement. 

(K) Odor control. Cannabis businesses shall provide a sufficient odor absorbing ventilation and 
exhaust system so that odor generated inside the facility that is distinctive to its operation is not detected 
outside the premises, outside the building housing the cannabis business, or anywhere on adjacent 
property or public rights-of-way. As such, Cannabis businesses must install and maintain the following 
equipment or any other equipment which the City Building Official determines has the same or better 
effectiveness, if a smell extends beyond a property line: 

(1) An exhaust air filtration system with odor control that prevents internal odors and pollen 
from being emitted externally; or 

(2) An air system that creates negative air pressure between the cannabis facility's interior 
and exterior so that the odors generated inside the cannabis facility are not detectable outside the 
cannabis facility. 

(L) Secure building. All commercial cannabis operations shall occur entirely inside of a building that 
shall be secure, locked, and fully enclosed, with a ceiling, roof or top. The building shall include a burglar 
alarm monitored by an alarm company or private security company. The building, including all walls, 
doors, and the roof, shall be of solid construction meeting the minimum building code requirements for 
industrial structures (including, without limitation, commercial greenhouse structures), and include 
material strong enough to prevent entry except through an open door. Notwithstanding the foregoing, the 
roof may be of solid translucent material provided other security measures exist to ensure that the 
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cannabis operation cannot be seen, heard or smelled beyond the property line. The precise building 
construction and material to be used shall be identified and provided to the city prior to construction and 
provided with the application. 

(M) Premises security. The City Council shall set premises security requirements by resolution and 
the Chief of Police shall enforce. 

SECTION 2. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is, for any 
reason, held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of the other 
remaining portions of this ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would have passed this 
ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase thereof, irrespective of the fact that 
any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases be declared invalid or 
unconstitutional. 

SECTION 3. Pursuant to Section 15 of the Charter of the City of Tulare, it is ordered that a 
summary of this ordinance be issued in a daily newspaper of general circulation in the City of Tulare for 
one day and that the ordinance be available in at least one public place at the City offices. This ordinance 
shall be in full force and effect 30 days from and after the date of its adoption. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Tulare this 2nd day of 
December 2025, by the following vote: 

 
Ayes: Jose Sigala, Stephen C. Harrell, Terry A. Sayre, Patrick Isherwood 
Noes: None 
Absent: Dennis A. Mederos 
 

        
Patrick Isherwood, President of the Council 
and Ex-Officio Mayor 

ATTEST: 
Marc Mondell, City Clerk 
 
 
  
By Melissa Wilcox, Chief Deputy City Clerk 
 
The presence of an electronic signature certifies that the foregoing is a true and correct copy as approved by the 
Tulare City Council. 
 
Passed to Print: 11/18/2025 
Published: 12/7/2025 
Effective: 1/1/2026 

Patrick Isherwood (Dec 25, 2025 00:27:54 PST)
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