
ORDINANCE 2025-12 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF TULARE  
REPEALING AND REPLACING SECTIONS 8.52.010, 8.52.030, 8.52.060, AND 8.52.070 OF 
CHAPTER 8.52 (PRESERVATION OF HERITAGE TREES) OF THE TULARE MUNICIPAL 

CODE 

WHEREAS, it is the intent of the City of Tulare that certain desirable trees, bearing unique 
characteristics, and certain designated “Heritage Trees” be preserved even if the desirable or 
Heritage Trees are damaging adjacent pavement and property; and 

WHEREAS, procedures to preserve such trees were adopted by the City Council; and 

WHEREAS, due to discrepancies and gaps in Chapter 8.52 of the Tulare Municipal Code, 
it is necessary to repeal and replace certain sections of this chapter to ensure clear, consistent 
enforcement is applied in the City’s effort in preserving Heritage Trees. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED by the Council of the City of Tulare as follows: 

SECTION 1. Sections 8.52.010, 8.52.030, 8.52.060, and 8.52.070 of Chapter 8.52 of 
Title 8 of the Municipal Code are hereby repealed in their entirety and replaced as follows: 

8.52.010 Definitions.  
For the purposes of this chapter, certain words and terms used herein are defined as follows. 

Arborist Report. A professional report prepared by a Certified Arborist that documents the 
location, species, size, and condition of tree(s) proposed for removal or preservation, includes 
visual examination of any damage, and provides recommendations for removal, preservation, or 
mitigation measures based on the arborist's professional judgment. 

Certified Arborist. A person having expertise in the care and maintenance of trees who is 
certified by the International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) or the American Society of Consulting 
Arborists (ASCA), and who maintains his or her accreditation. 

Director. The Community Services Director of the City of Tulare or their designee or designated 
representative. 

Dripline. The circumference of a circle drawn around the tree with the radius being a line 
beginning at the center of the trunk of the tree and ending at a point directly below the outermost 
branch tips of the tree. 

Heritage Tree. Any Valley Oak Tree (Quercus lobata), with a trunk diameter of two inches or 
greater at a point four and one-half feet above the root crown (also referred to as two inches 
D.B.H.), or any living tree designated by resolution of the Council as a historic tree because of an 
association of some event or person of historical significance to the community or because of 
special recognition due to the size, condition, or aesthetic qualities. Council designation of any 
tree other than a Valley Oak Tree will require the consent of the persons owning the property as 
of the date of the designation, and shall be based upon standards, including, but not limited to the 
following: 

(A) Any tree which is indigenous to the area or which has adapted exceptionally well to the 
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climatic conditions of the Tulare area, or is one of a kind; 

(B) Any stand of trees where the native species are dependent upon each other for survival; 

(C) Any tree which has an exceptional age size for its species, or is a representative of a 
species, or is an outstanding specimen; 

(D) Any tree which has distinctive structural interest or is generally different. 

Major Pruning. The removal of twenty-five percent (25%) or more of a tree's crown, existing 
foliage, or root system within a 12-month period, or any cutting of branches with a diameter of six 
inches or greater for Heritage Trees or two inches or greater for Valley Oak trees.  

Person. Individuals, associations, corporations, public agencies, joint ventures, partnerships, 
independent contractors, and other agents and employees. 

Preservation. Acts to promote the life, growth, health or beauty of trees, shrubs or plants, 
including but not limited to, pruning, trimming, topping, root pruning, spraying, mulching, watering, 
fertilizing, cultivating, supporting and treating for disease and injury. 

Trimming. The cutting or removal of any portion of a tree that does not constitute Major Pruning, 
including branches less than six inches in diameter for Heritage Trees or less than two inches in 
diameter for Valley Oak trees, or which removes less than twenty-five percent (25%) of the tree’s 
crown, existing foliage, or root system, and does not kill the tree.  

8.52.030 Permit Applications.  
Any person desiring to destroy or remove a Heritage Tree on private or public property must first 
obtain a removal permit by applying in writing to the Director. Within seven days of receipt of the 
application, the Director shall inspect the premises where the Heritage Tree is located and shall 
issue a written decision approving or denying the application. If approved, the decision may 
include conditions. The Director’s failure to render a decision within the specified period, however, 
shall not be deemed automatic approval to remove the Heritage Tree.  

(A) The Director’s decision shall be based upon reasonable standards, including, but not 
limited to, the following: 

1. The condition of the Heritage Tree with respect to its general health, status as a 
public nuisance, danger of falling, proximity to existing or proposed structures, 
interference with utility services, and its status as a host for plant diseases, pests, 
or infections that may endanger other species of trees or plants. 

2. The necessity of the requested action to allow for construction, development, or 
improvement of the property, or to otherwise allow economic or other reasonable 
enjoyment of property. 

3. The topography of the land and the effect of the requested action on soil retention, 
water retention, and diversion or increased flow of surface waters. 

4. The number, species, size, and location of existing trees in the area and the effect 
of the requested action on shade areas, air pollution, historic values, scenic 
beauty, and the general welfare of the City of Tulare as a whole. 
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5. Good forestry practices including, but not limited to, the number of healthy trees 
the subject parcel of land will support.  

(B) The application for removal of a Heritage Tree shall include an Arborist Report prepared 
by a Certified Arborist. The report must include: 

1. Detailed photographic documentation of the tree(s) proposed for removal; 

2. Precise location, species, diameter measurement at 4.5 feet above ground, and 
condition assessment of each tree; 

3. Tree Risk Assessment in accordance with International Society of Arboriculture 
Best Management Practices, including identification of any high or extreme risk 
ratings; 

4. Tree Health Rating classification (excellent, good, fair, poor, dying, or dead) as 
defined in the Guide for Plant Appraisal, 10th Edition; 

5. Documentation of any disease, pest infestation, structural defects, or site condition 
problems affecting the tree; 

6. Analysis of potential preservation alternatives, including pruning, cabling, or other 
arboricultural treatments; 

7. A clear professional recommendation regarding whether the tree(s) should be 
removed or preserved; and 

8. Proposed mitigation measures if removal is recommended. 

(C) In deciding on an application for a permit, the Director may attach reasonable conditions 
to ensure compliance with the stated purposes of this chapter, including, but not limited 
to, a condition requiring up to two replacement trees from 15-gallon containers or larger, 
in a suitable location as substitutes for the removed tree or trees, at the sole expense 
of the applicant. Any decision shall include a statement of the reasons for the decision.  

8.52.060 Heritage Tree Pruning Permits and Requirements.  
Except in cases of emergencies as described in § 8.52.050, no person shall perform Major 
Pruning of any Heritage Tree, including Valley Oak trees, within the City of Tulare without first 
obtaining a Major Pruning Permit from the Director as provided herein. 

(A) The application for a Major Pruning Permit shall be in a form as provided by the Director 
and shall include the following information: 

1. The name, address, and telephone number of the property owner; 

2. The name, address, and telephone number of the person(s) intending to prune the 
tree; 

3. The date(s) of the proposed pruning; 

4. A description of the tree(s) to be pruned, including the approximate size and 
location of the tree with sufficient specificity to enable the Director to precisely 
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locate and identify the subject tree(s); 

5. An Arborist Report prepared by a Certified Arborist that includes: 

a. Detailed photographic documentation of the tree(s) proposed for pruning; 

b. Tree condition assessment; 

c. Detailed pruning specifications in accordance with the standards 
referenced in § 8.52.070(A); 

d. Justification for the proposed pruning work; and 

e. Any recommended mitigation measures to maintain the health of the tree. 

6. If the work is to be performed in any public right-of-way, proof of insurance 
coverage for general liability, property damage, and workers' compensation; and 

7. Proof of the possession of a valid City of Tulare business license for tree service 
work. 

(B) The Director, when reviewing Major Pruning Permit applications, shall consider: 

1. Current tree condition and potential impacts to future tree health; 

2. Danger to people or property; 

3. Interference with existing structures or utilities; and 

4. Conformity with industry-standard arboricultural practices. 

(C) A copy of the approved Major Pruning Permit must be in the possession of the person 
pruning the heritage tree or oak tree at all times during the course of the work being performed. 

(D) For pruning that does not meet the threshold of Major Pruning, classified as Trimming: 

1. No Notice of Intent to Prune is required when a property owner performs trimming 
on their own private property, provided the work is actually and solely performed 
by the property owner and follows proper arboricultural practices as referenced in 
§ 8.52.070(A). 

2. For all other trimming work, a Notice of Intent to Prune shall be submitted to the 
Director prior to the start of work, containing the information required in subsection 
(A), items 1-4, plus:  

a. If performed by a commercial company on private property, proof of 
a valid City of Tulare business license for tree service work. 

b. If performed in any public right-of-way, proof of insurance coverage 
for general liability, property damage, and workers' compensation, 
and proof of a valid City of Tulare business license for tree service 
work. 
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(E) All trimming shall be performed in accordance with proper arboricultural practices as 
referenced in § 8.52.070(A). 

8.52.070 Pruning Standards. 
(A) All pruning of Heritage Trees shall be performed in accordance with the most recent edition 

of the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) A300 Pruning Standards and the 
International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Best Management Practices for Tree Pruning. 

(B) Major Pruning of heritage trees shall be conducted in accordance with an approved Major 
Pruning Permit as set forth in § 8.52.060. Major Pruning permit applications shall include an 
Arborist Report prepared by a Certified Arborist in accordance with the standards referenced in 
subsection (A). 

(C) The Director, when reviewing Major Pruning Permit applications, shall consider: 

1. Current tree condition and potential impacts to future tree health; 

2. Danger to people or property; 

3. Interference with existing structures or utilities; and 

4. Conformity with industry-standard arboricultural practices. 

SECTION 2. If any section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase of this ordinance is, 
for any reason, held to be invalid or unconstitutional, such decision shall not affect the validity of 
the other remaining portions of this ordinance. The City Council hereby declares that it would 
have passed this ordinance and each section, subsection, sentence, clause, or phrase thereof, 
irrespective of the fact that any one or more sections, subsections, sentences, clauses, or phrases 
be declared invalid or unconstitutional. 

SECTION 3. Pursuant to Section 15 of the Charter of the City of Tulare, it is ordered that 
a summary of this ordinance be issued in a daily newspaper of general circulation in the City of 
Tulare for one day and that the ordinance be available in at least one public place at the City 
offices. This ordinance shall be in full force and effect 30 days from and after the date of its 
adoption. 

PASSED, APPROVED, AND ADOPTED by the City Council of the City of Tulare this 19th 
day of August 2025.  

       
Patrick Isherwood, President of the Council 
and Ex-Officio Mayor 

ATTEST: 
Marc Mondell, City Clerk 
 
 
  
By Melissa Wilcox, Chief Deputy City Clerk 

Patrick Isherwood (Aug 27, 2025 06:59:44 PDT)
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CERTIFICATION OF VOTE 
 
I, Marc Mondell, City Clerk of the City of Tulare, do hereby certify that the foregoing Ordinance 

2025-12 was introduced at a meeting of the City of Tulare City Council on August 5, 2025, and 

finally passed and adopted at a regular meeting held on August 19, 2025, by the following vote: 

Ayes: Jose Sigala, Steve Harrell, Terry A. Sayre, Dennis A. Mederos, Patrick Isherwood 
Noes: None 
Absent: None 
Abstain: None  

 MARC MONDELL, CITY CLERK 
 

         
 By Melissa Wilcox, Chief Deputy City Clerk 
 

 
 
 
 

CERTIFICATE OF PUBLICATION 
 

I, Marc Mondell, City Clerk of the City of Tulare, do hereby certify that a summary of Ordinance 

2025-12 has been published in the Visalia Times Delta, a newspaper of general circulation, on 

August 28, 2025. 

 MARC MONDELL, CITY CLERK 
 

         
 By Melissa Wilcox, Chief Deputy City Clerk 
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