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Regular meetings of the Board of Public Utilities Commissioners are held on the first and third Thursdays
of each month in the Council Chamber located in the Tulare Public Library at 491 North M Street, Tulare,
subject to cancellation. Additional meetings of the Board may be called as needed.

Attend meetings in person or access the meeting live via YouTube. Those who wish to address the Board
are encouraged to complete a public comment card. Each person is permitted three minutes to speak.
Depending on the extent of the agenda and the number of persons wishing to speak on an issue, the
chair may, at the beginning of the item, limit the time for individual comments. When deemed necessary,
the chair may extend the time allowed without objection from the Board.

Pursuant to the Americans with Disabilities Act, persons with a disability who require a disability-related
modification or accommodation in order to participate in a meeting, including auxiliary aids or services,
may request such modification from the City Clerk’s Office at (559) 684-4200. Notification 48 hours prior
to the meeting will enable the City to make reasonable arrangements to ensure accessibility to the
meeting.

City of Tulare YouTube Channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/lUCdWZiv207do1JY0OOvGe1 aw/videos

Documents related to items on the agenda are accessible on the City’s website at
www.tulare.ca.gov and available for viewing at the entrance of the Council Chamber.

CALL TO ORDER
2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION

3. PUBLIC COMMENT - Members of the public wishing to comment on any item not appearing on the
agenda may address the Board at this time. State law prevents the Board from acting on any matter
not on the agenda; however, your comments may be referred to staff for follow up. This is also the time
for the public to comment on items listed under the Consent Calendar or to request an item from the
Consent Calendar be pulled for discussion purposes. Comments related to Public Hearing and General
Business items will be heard at the time those items are discussed. In fairness to all who wish to speak,
public comment is limited to a total of fifteen minutes with each speaker allowed three minutes, unless
otherwise extended by the Board. Please begin your comments by stating your name and providing
your city of residence.

COMMUNICATIONS - Communications are to be submitted to the City Manager’s Office ten days prior
to a Board meeting to be considered for this section of the agenda. No action will be taken on matters
listed under Communications; however, the Board may direct staff to schedule issues raised during
Communications for a future agenda.
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Board of Public Utilities Commissioners Meeting Agenda Thursday, August 7, 2025

5. CONSENT CALENDAR - All matters listed under the Consent Calendar are considered by the Board
to be routine and will be enacted in one motion without discussion. If discussion is desired, that item
may be removed and considered separately.

51 Approval of Board Meeting Minutes.
Recommended Action: Approve the minutes of the special and/or regular meeting of July 17,
2025. [D. Smith]

5.2 Notice of Completion for Emergency Repairs Well 35.
Recommended Action: Accept as complete the contract with Valley Pump & Dairy Systems,
Inc. of Tulare, CA for Emergency Repairs and Rehabilitation of Well #35, (Project WT0020) and
authorize the Public Works Director to sign the Notice of Completion and direct the City Clerk
to file the Notice of Completion with the Tulare County Recorder’s Office. [T. Doyle]

6. GENERAL BUSINESS - Comments related to General Business items are limited to three minutes per
speaker, for a maximum of 30 minutes per item, unless otherwise extended by the Board.

6.1 Purchase of Water 4G Registers.
Recommended Action: Award the purchase of 1,200 Master Meter Allegro Register Kits to
HydroPro Solutions, Inc. for a total of $259,713.57 including tax and shipping. [A. Bettencourt]

7. ITEMS OF INTEREST
8. ADJOURNMENT

The next regularly scheduled meeting of the Board of Public Utilities Commissioners is Thursday, August
21, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber, 491 North M Street, Tulare.

AFFIDAVIT OF POSTING AGENDA

| hereby certify, in conformance with Government Code Sections 54954.2, this agenda was posted in the
kiosk at the front of City Hall, 411 E. Kern Avenue, as well as on the City of Tulare’s website
(www.tulare.ca.gov).

POSTED: Friday, August 1, 2025, at 4:00 p.m. Diana Smith, Deputy City Clerk
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Item #: 5.1
Consent

CITY OF TULARE

BOARD OF PUBLIC UTILITIES COMMISSIONERS
MEETING MINUTES

Tulare Public Library & Council Chamber Thursday, July 17, 2025
491 North M Street, Tulare 4:00 p.m. Regular Meeting

Proper notice of this meeting was given pursuant to Government Code Section 54954.2.

COMMISSIONERS PRESENT: President Ray Fonseca
Vice President Tony Sozinho
Commissioner Brian Nunes
Commissioner Renee Soto
Commissioner Blake Wilbur

STAFF PRESENT: City Manager Marc Mondell; Assistant City Manager
Thomas W. Gaffery IV; Assistant City Attorney Megan
Crouch; Public Works Director Trisha Whitfield; Chief
Financial Officer Mark Roberts; City Engineer Michael
Miller; Senior Management Analyst Andrew Bettencourt;
Administration Analyst Diana Smith

CALL TO ORDER

President Fonseca called to order the regular meeting of the Board of Public Utilities

Commissioners at 4:00 p.m. in the Council Chamber located at 491 North M Street.

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE AND INVOCATION

Commissioner Nunes led the Pledge of Allegiance and an invocation was given by Commissioner

Soto.

PUBLIC COMMENT

There were no public comments.

COMMUNICATIONS

There were no communications.

CONSENT CALENDAR

Item 5.2 was pulled from the Consent Calendar by Commissioner Soto.

It was moved by Vice President Sozinho, seconded by Commissioner Wilbur, and unanimously
carried that the items on the Consent Calendar be approved as presented.

51 Approval of Board Meeting Minutes.
Recommended Action: Approve the minutes of the special and/or regular meetings of
June 19, 2025. [D. Smith]

5.3 Public Works Performance Reports for June 2025.
Recommended Action: Receive the Public Works performance reports for June 2025.
[A. Bettencourt]
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ITEM(S) PULLED FROM CONSENT CALENDAR

5.2 Monthly Investments Report.
Recommended Action: Accept the monthly investments report for April and May 2025.
Board Action: Commissioner Soto pulled the item to request clarification on Local Agency
Investment Fund (LAIF). Chief Financial Officer Mark Roberts provided clarification and
addressed all questions. It was moved by Commissioner Soto, seconded by
Commissioner Nunes, and unanimously carried to approve the item as presented.

GENERAL BUSINESS

6.1 Reorganization of the Board of Public Utilities Commissioners.
Recommended Action: Select a President and Vice President of the Board of Public
Utilities Commissioners to hold office through July 2026.
Public Comment: There were no public comments.
Board Action: It was moved by President Fonseca, seconded by Commissioner Soto,
and unanimously carried to elect Vice Commissioner Sozinho as President of the Board.
It was moved by Commissioner Nunes, seconded by President Sozinho, and unanimously
carried to elect Commissioner Wilbur as Vice President of the Board.

ITEMS OF INTEREST
Items of interest were discussed amongst the Board and staff.

RECESS TO CLOSED SESSION TO DISCUSS THE FOLLOWING

8.1 Conference with Legal Counsel - Anticipated Litigation
Significant exposure to litigation pursuant to Gov. Code § 54956.9(d)(2): 1 case
Agency Designated Representatives: City Manager Mondell; Assistant City Manager
Gaffery; Assistant City Attorney Crouch; Public Works Director Whitfield

The Board recessed to closed session at 4:14 p.m.

RECONVENE FROM CLOSED SESSION

The Board reconvened from closed session at 4:45 p.m.

CLOSED SESSION REPORT

Assistant City Attorney Crouch advised that the Board voted 5-0 to approve a settlement
agreement between the City of Tulare and Fuel Cell Energy (FCE). The material terms of the
agreement are as follows: 1) The City will pay $736,586.79 by July 30, 2025, for loss generation
owed to FCE for October 2024, November 2024, and February 2025. Invoices for March, April,
May, and June 2025 totaling $1,009,703.24 will spread into equal payments of approximately
$28,047.31 over the thirty-six months beginning on August 1, 2025 and running through July 1,
2028; 2) FCE will waive its claim for lost generation totaling $513,127.88 incurred for the months
of December 2024 and January 2025 and waive its claim to any assessed damages to FCE from
Southern California Edison from the period of July 1, 2024 — June 30, 2025; and 3) These terms
are subject to final legal review.

ADJOURNMENT

Seeing no further business to discuss, Commissioner Fonseca adjourned the regular meeting at
4:47 p.m.

These meeting minutes were approved by the Board on August 7, 2025.
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Board of Public Utilities Commissioners Meeting Minutes Thursday, July 17, 2025

Tony Sozinho, President
ATTEST:

Marc Mondell, City Clerk

By Diana Smith, Deputy City Clerk
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Item #: 5.2

erry oF Consent
T Staff Report
T M Meeting: Board of Public Utilities Commissioners
OPPORTUNITY GROWS HERE —— Date: AUQUSt 7’ 2025

Department: Public Works - Water
Submitted by: Tim Doyle, Assistant Public Works Director

Agenda Title: Notice of Completion for Emergency Repairs Well 35

RECOMMENDED ACTION

Accept as complete the contract with Valley Pump & Dairy Systems, Inc. of Tulare, CA for Emergency
Repairs and Rehabilitation of Well #35, (Project WT0020) and authorize the Public Works Director to sign
the Notice of Completion and direct the City Clerk to file the Notice of Completion with the Tulare County
Recorder’s Office.

SUMMARY

On March 6, 2025, the Board awarded a contract to Valley Pump & Dairy Systems, Inc. of Tulare, CA for
Project WT0020; Emergency Repairs and Well Rehabilitation and Improvements of Well #35 in the
amount of $58,739.62. The emergency well repairs/rehabilitation projects involve removing and re-
installing pumps and related equipment, video inspection, swage patching, brushing casing perforations,
airlifting debris, replacing pump bowls, and minor electrical work. This work is designed not only to repair
the well but to improve the overall efficiency and reliability of the well. Upon removal of the column, tube
and shaft, Valley Pump and Staff discovered it was corroded much more than expected and was beyond
refurbishing.

As a result, staff proposed Project Change Order No. 1 to replace the 460 feet of corroded column, tube,
and shaft with new NSF 61 coated material that meets city standards at the April 4, 2025, Board meeting.
The Board approved and authorized the City Manager to sign a contract change order with Valley Pump
& Dairy Systems, Inc. of Tulare, CA, in the amount of $115,000.00 for the cost of this replacement
material.

Original Contract Amount: $ 58,739.62
Contract Change Order #1: $ 115,000.00
Revised Total Contract Amount: $173,739.62

Valley Pump and Dairy Systems, Inc.’s work under this contract has been completed in accordance with
the approved scope of work.

FISCAL IMPACT & FUNDING SOURCES

Funding for Well Rehabilitation Projects comes from Water Capital Funds (Fund 610). This type of
project is budgeted annually in the amount of $300,000. No well rehabilitations were completed last
year, therefore there is sufficient funding in Water CIP to cover the cost of the original contract, and the
additional cost related to the replacement materials.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
This action does not constitute a “project” pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Staff is not aware of any conflicts of interest.

LEGAL REVIEW
This item does not require legal review.
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PUBLIC NOTICE
This item does not require a public hearing and was noticed as a part of the agenda.

ALTERNATIVE ACTION
1. Approve with changes
2. Deny
3. Table

If the notice of completion is not approved, it will delay the retention payment to the contractor.

ATTACHMENTS
1. Notice of Completion

Reviewed/Approved: ﬂ
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RECORDING REQUESTED BY:
City of Tulare

WHEN RECORDED MAIL TO:
City Clerk

City of Tulare

411 East Kern Avenue
Tulare, CA 93274-4257

PURSUANT TO GOVERNMENT CODE SECTION 6103,
NO RECORDING FEE REQUIRED.

NOTICE OF COMPLETION

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN THAT:

1. The City of Tulare, a Municipal Corporation, whose address is 411 East Kern Avenue, Tulare,
California, 93274, is the owner of the real property, public works or structure hereinafter described.

2. The nature of the title of the stated owner is: In Fee.

3. On the 7" day of August, 2025, the work of improvement on real property hereinafter described was
completed pursuant to a contract to which Title 15 of Part 4 of Division 3 of the Civil Code applies.

4, The name of the Contractor who performed said work of improvements pursuant to such contract
with the City of Tulare is Valley Pump and Dairy Systems, Inc, whose address is 2280 South K Street
Tulare, CA 93274. The surety on said contract is The United Fire and Casualty Company.
5. The real property or public work or structure is described as follows:
Well 35 Rehabilitation Project, City Project No. WT0020.
6. The public works improvements were accepted as complete by the Board of Public Utilities of the

City of Tulare on August 7, 2025.

Dated: CITY OF TULARE
A Municipal Corporation,

By:

Trisha Whitfield, Public Works Director
VERIFICATION:
I am the Public Works Director of the City of Tulare and am authorized to make this verification on behalf
of the City. | have read the foregoing Notice of Completion, know the contents thereof, and believe it to be

true and correct to the best of my knowledge.

| declare under penalty of perjury under the laws of the State of California that the foregoing is true and
correct.

Executed on , 2025 at Tulare, California.

By:

Trisha Whitfield, Public Works Director
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Item #: 6.1
General Business

— CITY OF e
T Staff Report
i ! M Meeting: Board of Public Utilities Commissioners
\ i —
OPPORTUNITY GROWS HERE —— Date: AUQUSt 7’ 2025
Department: Public Works
Submitted by: Andrew Bettencourt, Public Works Business Manager
Agenda Title: Purchase of Water 4G Registers
RECOMMENDED ACTION

Award the purchase of 1,200 Master Meter Allegro Register Kits to HydroPro Solutions, Inc. for a total of
$259,713.57 including tax and shipping.

SUMMARY

In 2016, the City implemented a water meter replacement program with the goal of converting all the
City’s aging Automated Meter Reading (AMR) 3G water meters to an Advanced Metering Infrastructure
(AMI) Allegro 4G system. The purpose was to help alleviate the need of hand-reading more than 20,000
meters monthly, and to provide better customer service — generating consumption reports that break
down totals by the hour, if needed. The consumption reports are also used to notify customers of possible
leaks and could be used to promote water conservation.

At the April 3, 2025, BPU meeting, the Board approved the purchase of 800 Master Meter Allegro Register
Kits and 504 1-inch Master Meter Allegro 4G Water Meters. The Water Division finished the installation
of the 800 register kits in July. With this purchase request for 1,200 register kits and its ensuing
installations, 75% of the City’s water meters will have 4G capacity.

HydroPro Solutions is the only authorized distributor for Master Meter in the state of California. There is
a 7% tariff surcharge being added to the unit cost of $187.79 per register kit. The unit cost of $187.79
per register kit is the same price it was for the April 3 purchase request. Master Meter, the manufacturer
of these Allegro Register Kits, is owned by Arad Group, an Israel-based company. A letter is attached
regarding the 7% tariff surcharge that Master Meter is charging its customers.

FISCAL IMPACT & FUNDING SOURCE(S)
There is no fiscal impact associated with this action.

ENVIRONMENTAL REVIEW
This action does not constitute a “project” pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA).

CONFLICT OF INTEREST
Staff is not aware of any conflicts of interest.

LEGAL REVIEW
This item did not require legal review.

ALTERNATIVE ACTION
1. Approve with changes
2. Deny
3. Table

If the purchase of 1,200 4G Master Meter Allegro Register Kits is not approved, it would push back the

goal to have 4G capacity in all of the City’s meters within four years, increase manual meter reading, and
a possible higher cost proposal in the future.

6.1 General Business 1 of 5



ATTACHMENTS

1. Supporting Sole Source Document

2. Register Price Quotation

3. Master Meter Letter on 7% Tariff Surcharge

Reviewed/Approved: 514%
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February 24, 2025

Tim Doyle

Assistant Public Works Director
City of Tulare, CA.

3981 So. "K" Street

Tulare, CA 93274
559-684-4286

Dear Mr. Doyle,

On behalf of HydroPro Solutions and Master Meter, Inc., we appreciate the continued opportunity to serve your
metering needs.

Please let this correspondence confirm that HydroPro Solutions is the only authorized waterworks utility
distributor for Master Meter in the state of California. This includes Master Meter’s entire product line including
but not limited to all sizes and types of water meters, AMR/AMI meter reading system, components, and
accessories.

If you have any questions or require additional information, please don’t hesitate to contact me at 859-312-5619.

Respectfully,
Koo “Lished

Geoff Fishel
Regional Vice President of Sales - West
Master Meter, Inc.

cc: Ed Amelung, RSM, Master Meter, Inc.
Jessica Barerra, RSM, Master Meter, Inc.
Chris Medrano, Account Manager, HydroPro Solutions

Master Meter, Inc. ® 101 Regency Pkwy, Mansfield, TX 76063 ® T: 817-842-8000 ® innovate@MasterMeter.com ® MasterMeter.com
Confidential and Proprietary Informotion. Property af Master Meter, inc .
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HydroPro Solutions, Inc
DATE July 1, 2025

1180 East Francis Street, Ste F Quotation # City of Tulare Contract Pricing
Ontario, CA 91761 Salesperson: Chris Medrano
Phone (916-906-0754)
To: Tim Doyle Quotation valid until: August 1, 2025
Utility Manager Prepared by: Chris Medrano
City of Tulare

559-786-2211

Qty Description Unit Cost AMOUNT Part Number
Allegro Under the Glass Register Kits with
1200 Master Meter Plastics $187.79 $225,348.00 199-070-39-06-M
1 7% Master Meter Tariff Surcharge $15,774.36 $15,774.36 Tariff Surcharge
Sales Tax 8.25% $18,591.21
Estimated Freight N/A

TOTAL $259.713.57

PLEASE NOTE: This quotation is valid for days. We reserve the right to amend prices after this period
Shipping is ESTIMATED in this quote.

A 3% processing fee will be applied for all credit card purchases.
All invoices are due Net 30 per HydroPro Solutions standard terms and conditions

THANK YOU FOR YOUR BUSINESS!
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MAY 8", 2025

MASTER
METER

SUBJECT: Important Update: 7% Tariff Surcharge Effective May 15, 2025

Dear Valued Customers and Distributors,
| hope this message finds you well.

In the spirit of transparency and partnership, we want to let you know that recent federal trade-
related tariffs on key raw materials and components are impacting our supply chain. After
careful consideration, we will be introducing a tariff surcharge across select product lines to
help manage these added costs. This surcharge allows us to maintain the high quality, service
reliability, and innovation you expect from us.

Beginning May 15, 2025, a 7% tariff surcharge will be applied to all new orders of Master Meter
manufactured items.

o The surcharge will not be added to software, services, or other resources.
¢ We will do our best to honor all existing quotes; however previously submitted
without confirmed delivery dates will be subject to the surcharge.

Please know that our team is working hard to minimize the impact on your operations while
continuing to deliver dependable products and services from our global supply network. We truly
value your understanding and continued partnership. If you have any questions or would like to
discuss further, please feel free to reach out to me or any member of the Master Meter team.

Sincerely,

Coby Kleinjan

SVP Sales and Marketing
ckleinjan@mastermeter.com
Direct 817-842-8102

Master Meter, Inc. ® 101 Regency Pkwy, Mansfield, TX 76063 ® T: 817-842-8000 ® innovate@MasterMeter.com ® MasterMeter.com

Confidential and Proprietary Infarmotion. Property of Master Meter, Inc.
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