Sequoia Genealogical Society
Kay Ellis Memorial Scholarships Application
2024-2025 School Year

General Instructions: Complete the following items and submit with this application. All must be received by
the Society no later than Friday, April 25, 2025.

1. Personal essay of approximately 1200 words on the topic of “My Most Interesting or Favorite
Ancestor Was ...”. Your chosen ancestor must have been born no later than 1950 (so perhaps a
great grandparent, great-great grandparent, etc.). Note: At the end of your essay please list all
sources you used, such as on-line research sites, titles of books used, documents searched,
obituaries read, the names of family members interviewed, family stories heard or read, etc.

2. Official transcript of high school grades

3. One letter of personal reference/recommendation (not from a relative)

4. List of extra-curricular activities, interests, honors, accomplishments, community involvement, etc.

Mail the above to:  Sequoia Genealogical Society OR  Email to: jifarms@verizon.net
Attn.: Scholarship Committee Put “SGS Scholarship Application”
P. O. Box 820 in the Subject line
Tulare, CA 93275

OR  Drop off in the Genealogy Room at the
Tulare Public Library

Name of Student Applying

Address City Zip

Telephone

Name of Parent(s)/Guardian(s)

College/University you will be attending [ 1 Applied to;
[ ] Been Accepted

Name of high school from which you will graduate

Did you visit the Genealogy Room of the Tulare Public Library within the past six months? _ Yes;  No

Describe any special financial needs:

What are your educational objectives?

Signature of Applicant Date




2024-2025 Kay Ellis Memorial Scholarships

Often referred to as your family tree, your genealogy is basically the family history of your
ancestors and their descendants. Some people know a lot about their family history, and some
know very little. People who research and study family history are called genealogists. There
are many groups and societies of genealogists available, such as the Sequoia Genealogical
Society, which assist those in search of their “roots”, or family history. TV shows such as the
programs “Who Do You Think You Are?”” and “Finding Your Roots” also show how family
history can be traced, and what it can mean to people when they discover their “roots”.

Our Sequoia Genealogical Society, based in Tulare, California, is pleased to announce the
offering of two Kay Ellis Memorial Scholarships, one for $750 and one for $500, which will be
awarded in May of 2025. Applicants who wish to compete for these awards must be Tulare
County high school seniors who will be graduating in the 2024-2025 school year. The
scholarships will be in the form of deposits in the students’ names at the colleges/universities
they plan to attend in the 2025-2026 school year.

The scholarships will be awarded to the two seniors selected by the Society’s Scholarship
Committee based mostly upon a personal essay (must be written by the applicants themselves)
of approximately 1200 words on the topic of “My Most Interesting or Favorite Ancestor
Was ...” The ancestor chosen for the essay must have been born no later than 1950 (so perhaps
a great grandparent, great-great grandparent, etc.). Consideration will be given to those with
special financial needs. A research visit to the Genealogy Room of the Tulare Public Library is
recommended. Other criteria for selection are scholarship, a personal reference, honors and
accomplishments, and community involvement. Each student should have someone review
their essay to check for grammar, punctuation, etc. before submitting. The winning essays will
be published by the Society in its monthly newsletter.

Each applying senior must submit a Sequoia Genealogical Society Kay Ellis Memorial
Scholarships Application and all requirements as outlined on that application and
described above. All required information must be received by the Society by Eriday,

April 25, 2025.

For more information, or if you have questions, contact Lorene Clark, President of SGS, at
559-802-0943, or by e-mail at: jlfarms@verizon.net



